
In this class we will explore traditional topics in the theory of knowledge –
skepticism, the nature of (and prospects for) knowledge and rational belief, the
sources of knowledge – from a variety of perspectives, and we will conclude by
exploring what, if anything, we can know (and do) about the limits of our
knowledge.
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T h e  m i n o r  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  re q u i re s  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  w e l l - g ro u n d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y,

e s p e c i a l l y  a n c i e n t  a n d  e a r l y  m o d e r n ,  c o v e r i n g  t h e  m a j o r  t ex t s  o f  e t h i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  a s

w e l l  a s  t h e  m a j o r  t ex t s  o f  e p i s t e m o l o g y  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c s .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  a rg u m e n t  a n d  l o g i c a l

s t r u c t u re  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  re q u i re s  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c o n t e m p o ra r y  l o g i c ,  a t  l e a s t  u p  t o

t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  f i r s t - o rd e r  p re d i c a t e  c a l c u l u s .  B e y o n d  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n a l  re q u i re m e n t ,  s t u d e n t s

t a k e  f o u r  c o u r s e s  t a i l o re d  t o  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e re s t s  a n d ,  t y p i c a l l y,  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  w o r k  b e i n g

d o n e  i n  t h e i r  m a j o r.  To  p ro v i d e  t h e  g re a t e s t  l a t i t u d e  f o r  t h i s ,  o n l y  t h re e  o f  t h e  f o u r  re m a i n i n g

c o u r s e s  n e e d  b e  a t  t h e  3 0 0  l e v e l .

M i n o r  c o u r s e  re q u i re m e n t s  ( 8  u n i t s )

( A )  Fo u r  c o re  re q u i re m e n t s :

L o g i c :  1 5 0  E l e m e n t a r y  L o g i c  I ,

H i s to r y  o f  P h i l o s o p h y :  2 1 0 -1  ( A n c i e n t  P h i l o s o p h y) ,

H i s to r y  o f  P h i l o s o p h y :  2 1 0 -3  ( E a rl y  M o d e r n  P h i l o s o p h y) ,

C l a s s i c s  o f  Et h i c a l  o r  Po l i t i c a l  T h e o r y :  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c o u rs e  f ro m  t h e  a re a :  2 6 0  o r  2 6 1 .

( B )  Fo u r  p h i l o s o p h y  e l e c t i v e s :  A t  l e a s t  3  m u s t  b e  a t  t h e  3 0 0  o r  4 0 0  l e v e l .  A  s t u d e n t  w h o  i s

a d m i t t e d  t o  a n d  c o m p l e t e s  1  o r  m o re  4 0 0 - l e v e l  c o u r s e s  m a y  a p p l y  s u c h  c o u r s e s  t o w a rd  t h i s

re q u i re m e n t .  E l e c t i v e s  m a y  n o t  i n c l u d e  P h i l  1 0 1 -7  a n d  - 8 ,  3 7 3 ,  3 9 8 ,  a n d  t h e y  m a y  i n c l u d e  a t  m o s t

1  ( o n e )  P H I L  3 9 9.  N o  c re d i t s  f ro m  a n y  c o u r s e s  t a u g h t  a t  N U  o r  o u t s i d e  u n i v e r s i t y  d e p a r t m e n t s

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  N U  p h i l o s o p h y  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  b e  c o u n t e d  a s  a n  e l e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  m i n o r  ( u n l e s s  t h e

s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  h a s  p e t i t i o n e d  g e t t i n g  a  n u m b e re d  N U- P H I L  c re d i t  f o r  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e

D U S ;  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  n o  m o re  t h a n  o n e  s u c h  c re d i t  m a y  b e  u s e d ) .
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